IV
ECONOMICS AND INSTITUTIONS, 1870-86
a fter Waterloo the populations of what are now the four
J\ chief western countries had been approximately:
France (1821)	30-4 millions
Germany (lands of the subsequent Reich,
1815)	21         „
United Kingdom (1821)         .        .        .    20*8      „
United States (1820)	9'6      »
Thus France still had a very long lead, though she was by no
means such a disproportionate giant among nations as she had
been in the later seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. The
United Kingdom was much farther behind in reality than the
table suggests, for nearly a third (6-8 millions) of its total lived
in Ireland, whose population, whether in peace or in war, was
in the main a source of more weakness than strength. Germany,
too, was still subdivided into a large number of separate sove-
reign states.
After the Franco-Prussian war the order was as follows:
Germany (1871)    ,	41    millions
United States (1870)
36-1
31-8
France (1872)
United Kingdom (1871)
to which United Italy must now be added with a population (in
1871) of 26-8 millions. The reversal of positions between France
and Germany had been accentuated by the transfer of Alsace-
Lorraine; but France had fallen to third place before that, Ger-
many passed her about 1851, and the United States about 1868.
The United Kingdom did not pass her till 1890;* and it is impor-
tant to remember throughout the period of the previous chapters
that France, not England, was and always had been the larger
of the leading liberal Powers in nineteenth-century Europe—
hence the heavy setback to European liberalism after her over-
throw at the hands of Bismarck. The United Kingdom had fallen
behind Germany in consequence of Ireland; whose population
(partly through the Famine but chiefly through emigration to
the United States) had not merely stopped growing, but actually
x Even then France, by Mulhall's reckoning, had over 11 per cent, more men
capable of bearing arms (JVC. G. Mulhall, 4th ed» (1899), Dictionary of Statistics).

